RICARDO                                                 115
Ricardo's theory of value, not unnaturally, was welcomed by
the champions of labour, and put by them to uses which he had
not foreseen. If the whole value of a commodity is due to the
labour which has gone into producing it, why, they asked, should
not the whole value be paid to the men who have made the
commodity? With what right did the landlord and the capitalist
appropriate part of the products, if they had added nothing to its
value? Economists associated with working-class movements, not-
ably Thomas Hodgskin and William Thompson, basing them-
selves on Ricardo, argued that no one should receive money except
in return for labour, and that the labourer had a right to the
whole produce of his own work. These men, as we shall see
later, became influential in the Socialist movement connected
with Robert Owen. At a later stage, they influenced Marx, who
also based his argument on Ricardo's theory of value. At the
present day, while Ricardo's influence is much diminished in
orthodox economicss it lives on in the economics of the Marxists,
who, in this respect as in some others, preserve an outlook
belonging to the early nineteenth century.